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Objectives 1. To identify and discuss the role, importance of social science research in
the study and analyse the issues, concepts relevant to the research.

2. To comprehend the complex issues inherent in selecting a research
problem, applying an appropriate research design, and implementing a
research project.

3. To understand and apply the tools in collection, interpretation of data
and report writing

Content Module 1: Introduction to Research & Legal Research 15

1. Definition, meaning, Objectives and significance of Research

2. Scientific Methods of Research and its Characteristics hours

3. Types of Research — Theoretical v Empirical, Descriptive v
Analytical, Fundamental v Applied, Qualitative v Quantitative
and Historical v Action Research

4. Concept of Critical Thinking in research

Legal Research

1. Definition, Objectives of Legal Research

2. Significance of Legal Research

3. Use of Library and e-resources in Research and significance

4. Induction and deduction methods in scientific research

Module 2: Methods and Stages of Legal Research 15

1. Doctrinal or Empirical Research Methods; characteristics, | hours
Merits and De-merits

2. Survey Method: Census and Sample Survey

3. Case study method

4. Historical and Ethnographic Methods
Stages in Legal Research

1. Research Problem: Identification and Defining; steps in problem
formulation, significance of Research Problem; Rationale of
study

2. Review of Literature & Identification of Research Gaps;
significance of Review of Literature; steps in Review of
Literature

3. Hypothesis: Meaning and Importance; Formulation and types;
Sources of Good Hypothesis, characteristics of Good Hypothesis

4. Research Design: Working out a Research Design, Types of

Research Design and significance




Module 3: Devising Tools and Techniques for Data Collection 15

1.

4.
5

Sampling

a.

b.

Primary data — sources - Observation, Interview, Questionnaire, | hours
Schedule

Secondary data - Sources of secondary data

Methods for the Collection of Statutory and Case Materials and
Juristic Literature

Use of Historical and Comparative Research Materials

Use of Case Studies

Sampling Procedures - Design of Sample, Importance and
advantages
Types of Sampling to be adopted

Module 4: Analysis and Interpretation of Data 15

a)
b)

c)

d)

Computerized Research

a)

b)
c)

Research Report

a)
b)

Analysis of data, legal inputs in analysis — hours
Tabulation of data, - Use of Cards for Data Collection — Rules
for Tabulation, Explanation of Tabulated Data, Use of graphs,
statistics in research

Simple methods or Mean and Mode methods in
interpretation of data, Use of scaling techniques

Jurimetrics

A study of Legal Research Programmes such as Lexis Nexis and
West Law coding

Internet material and its application in legal research

Library and its use in legal research

Parts of a Report, Contents of report,
Steps in preparing the report in general, Rules of Citation

Pedagogy

The course will be studied through teaching-learning approach. However,
the instructor may imbibe the practical aspects of research by a project-
based method which will help the learners in implementing the concepts
learned through theory
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Learning 1. Will be able to analyse and explain key research concepts and issues
outcomes and comprehend, and write accurately research articles in their
academic discipline.

2. Will be able to demonstrate the ability to choose methods appropriate
to research aims and objectives and develop advanced critical thinking
skills.

3. Will be able to understand and apply the methods in collection of
research data, sampling and analysis of data collected.

4. Will be able to test the hypothesis and organize the thesis.




