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3.3.3 Number of Books and Chapters in Edited Volumes/ Books 

Published and papers published in National/ International 

Conference Proceedings per teacher during the year
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Discovering One's Identity after Personal Encounters 
with the Divine in Three Amar Chitra Katha Comics and 

Some Biblical Parallels 

Introduction 

Dr. Layla Mascarenhas 

Who are you? What would you say to describe who you are? Would it indude your 
job-title, your gender, your age...? What else would it include? The ways we define 
ourselves are important to examine because it gives us clues about how we view our place 
in the world. For example, if someone were to answer the query with, "I am a doctor," it 
would partially indicate the importance he placed on his profession, his identity as a doctor. 
Then we have a person's Facebook page which can give more clues about the "image" 
he/she would like to portray to the world. Interviewers often ask interviewees, "Tell us 

about yourself." However, seated face to face with "ourselves", how would we define who 
we are? 

In a small Indian village, everyone knows everyone. People have a pretty well 
defined sense of their personal identity vis-à-vis the rest of the others who make up their 
village community. In a small Goan village, where the people have inhabited the same 
region for several generations, the identity question would be framed, "Tum Konnagelo?" 

Whose child are you/ to whom do you belong? This question is directed to one's family 
of origin. There are reasons for tracing the origins of a person when defining who he/she 

is. One reason is that the character of a person is assumed to approximate to the general 
nature of the family of origin. If the father was a hardworking, honest man, his son would 
"most probably be like him." Secondly, every village has a particular culture of its own and 
by zooming in to the minute specifics of place this collective group nature is assumed to be 

part of who this individual is. This method used in traditional communities is a useful 
heuristic for "placing a person" in the taken-for-granted social and regional hierarchies. 
For a villager, there is no apparent need to figure out his "roots", simply because he knows 
where he belongs. However, with the breakdown of agricultural economy and the mass 
migration of people into urban spaces, there is a loss of a definite sense of "who we are" in 
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